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STATIC GK FACTSHEET - 3 

INDIAN HISTORY – ANCIENT INDIA 

 

PRE-HISTORIC PERIOD (~200000 BC-2500 BC) 

River Sindhu, also known as Indus, gave India its present name. 

The age when prehistoric man started using stones for utilitarian purpose is termed as the 

Stone Age. 

The Stone Age is divided into three broad periods- Paleolithic Age or the Old Stone Age, 

Mesolithic Age or the Middle Stone Age and Neolithic Age or the New Stone Age. 

* Father of modern archaeology- Alexander Cunningham. 

 

PALEOLITHIC AGE (TILL 10000 BC) 

The term Paleolithic was coined by John Lubbock in 1865. 

People of this age were simple hunters and food gatherers. 

This age is again divided into three periods, the Lower Paleolithic, Middle Paleolithic and  

Upper Paleolithic; on the basis of the nature of stone tools made by man. 

The tools were generally made of hard rock quartzite so the Paleolithic man was also known 

as Quartzite Man. 

Most Paleolithic sites in India were developed in the Pleistocene period. 

Important sites include Adamgarh (M.P.) and Bhimbetka (M.P.). 

 

MESOLITHIC AGE (10000 BC-6000 BC) 

This age is characterized by microliths or small stone tools which were smaller and more 

pointed. 

This age saw domestication of cows, horses and other poultry and farm animals and 

cultivation of wild varieties of crops. 

Favourable climate and better rainfall made human life sedentary from nomadic. 

The famous Bhimbetka cave paintings belong to this period. 

 

NEOLITHIC AGE (6000 BC-4000 BC) 

Four basic traits that mark this age are- beginning of the practice of agriculture, domestication 

of animals, use of polished stone tools and the manufacture of pottery. 
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Mehrgarh (Baluchistan) is the oldest agricultural settlement in the Indian subcontinent, 

agriculture-based Neolithic settlements. It flourished in the 7
th

 millennium BC. 

An important invention of this time was the wheel. 

The important sites excavated include Maski and Hallur (Karnataka), Paiyampalli (TN) and 

Utnur (Andhra Pradesh). 

Towards the end of Neolithic period bronze and copper began to be used. 

This age soon gave way to a number of small “cultures” which include Chalcolithic Age 

(1800 BC-1000 BC). It was followed by Iron phase. 

*PALEOLITHIC AGE  MESOLITHIC AGE  NEOLITHIC AGE  COPPER AGE  BRONZE AGE  

IRON AGE 

 

INDUS VALLEY CIVILIZATION (3000 BC-1500 BC) 

It is a Bronze Age/ Proto- Historic civilisation. 

Excavation conducted under Sir John Marshall unearthed this civilization. 

*Important sites from this civilization have been given in the table below: 

 

 

SITE RIVER PLACE EXCAVATOR(S) FEATURES 

Harappa Ravi Montgomery, 

Punjab, 

Pakistan 

Dayaram Sahni 

(1921) 

 

Mohenjodaro 

(Mound of the 

dead)  

Indus Larkana, 

Sindh 

Rakhal Das 

Bannerji (1922) 

Great Granary.  

Great Bath. 

Most seals of the 

civilisation were found 

here. 

Chanhudaro Indus Nawabshah, 

Sindh 

Mackay and N.G. 

Mazumdar (1931) 

Only Indus-Valley city 

without a Citadel. 

Lothal Bhogava Kathiyawar, 

Gujarat 

S.R. Rao (1954) Dockyard. 

Earliest evidence of rice. 

Kalibangan 

(Black 

bangles) 

Ghaggar Hanumangarh, 

Rajasthan 

Amalchand Ghosh 

(1951) 
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Dholavira Luni Kutchh, 

Gujarat 

Discovery-J.P. 

Joshi (1967) 

Excavation-R.S. 

Bisht (1990) 

Giant water reservoirs. 

Rakhigarhi  Hissar, 

Haryana 

 Biggest Indus-Valley 

site in India at present. 

Surkotada  Gujarat  Remains of horse found. 

 

 

SOME IMPORTANT FACTS 

Wheat, Rice, barley, milk, dates, fish, egg and animal flesh formed their staple food. 

Agriculture, hunting, fishing and rearing of animals/birds was their main source of 

livelihood. 

The ancient name given to Indus region by Sumerians was Meluha. 

Harappan people were the earliest people in the world to grow cotton and rice. 

Evidence of cultivation of rice at Lothal and Rangpur and barley at Banawali. 

Harappan people domesticated oxen, buffaloes, goats, camels, sheeps, and pigs. Humped 

Bulls were given special importance. Horses were unknown to the Harappan people. 

Indus people had trade contacts with Persian Gulf and Mesopotamia. 

Ornaments of silver, gold, ivory, copper and precious stones were used. 

Indus people used a gold – silver mixture called Electrum. 

They used bronze and copper but iron was unknown to them. 

Harappans used a system of weights and measures based on 16 and its multiples. 

The chief male deity of the Indus people was Pasupati Mahadeva (Proto Shiva) and the 

Mother goddess was their principle female deity. 

They also worshipped fire, peepal trees and Unicorn. 

Mortar and baked bricks were used for construction of dwellings.  

Boustrophedon was their style of writing which follows the direction of writing from right to 

left then from left to right in the second line and so on. 

The Northern most point of Indus valley civilisation was Manda in Jammu and the 

Southernmost was Daimabad in Maharashtra. 

The streets originated north-south and east-west produced a grid system. 

Steatite was mainly used to manufacture the seals. 
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VEDIC CULTURE (1500 BC-600 BC) 

Most plausible theory about the origin of Aryans was given by Max Mueller, according to 

whom they migrated from the area around the Caspian Sea in Central Asia. 

They were originally semi-nomadic pastoral people. 

The term „Aryans‟ is derived from „ari‟ which in the Vedic times meant foreigners or 

strangers. 

This period can be divided into two- Early Vedic Period (1500 BC-1000 BC) and Later Vedic 

Period (1000 BC-600 BC). 

The four Vedas-Rig, Sama, Yajur and Atharva, are collectively known as Shruti. 

VEDA REMARKS 

Rig Veda Oldest Veda and the only Veda to be written during Early Vedic 

Period. 

Consists of 1028 hymns and 10 Mandalas. 

The Famous Gayatri Mantra composed by Vishwamitra present in 

Mandala III. 

Purushasukta hymn which explains the 4 varnas, is in Mandala X. 

Sama Veda Consists of 1549 hymns. 

Known as „Book of chants‟ as the origins of Indian music are traced to 

it. 

Yajur Veda Book of sacrificial prayers. 

Divided into two parts- Krishna Yajur Veda and Shukla Yajur Veda. 

Atharva Veda Contains 731 hymns. 

Book of magical formulae. 

Contains spells and charms to ward off evil and diseases. 

Saying „War begins in the minds of men‟ present in this Veda. 

 

 The Vedangas are called Smriti or literature handed down by tradition. There are six 

Vedangas: 

VEDANGA FIELD 

Siksha Phonetics/ Pronunciation 

Kalpa Sacrificial rituals 

Vyakarana Grammar 

Nirukta Etymology 
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Chhanda Metrics 

Jyotisha Astronomy 

 

Vedic term „Aghanya‟ denotes cows. 

Upanishads are philosophical works and are 108 in number. 

Their literal meaning is „to sit down near someone‟. 

Vrihadaranyaka is the oldest Upanishad. 

The words „Satyameva Jayate‟ appear in Mundaka Upanishad. 

Jabala Upanishad mentions the four Ashramas of Vedic Period. 

Puranas are the part of Smriti literature. They are 18 in number. 

Skanda purana is the largest purana and Matsya purana is the oldest one. 

Cattle, especially cow, was the chief measure of wealth in Vedic times. 

Most number of hymns in Rig Veda are devoted to Indra. 

Rigvedic tribe was known as Jana which was formed by many clans called Vis. The basic unit 

of the society was Kula or the family. 

Indra or Purandara (God of war and rain) was the most important God of Aryans and Agni 

was the second most important God. 

Savitri was the solar deity to whom the Gayatri Mantra is addressed to. 

The battle of ten kings mentioned in the Rig Veda was fought on the division of water from 

river Ravi. Bharata King Sudas won the battle. 

 

LATER VEDIC PERIOD 

People started using pottery called painted Grey Ware (PGW). 

Emergence of Janapadas- Kuru, Panchala, Kashi etc. in Doab region. 

Theory of divine origin is mentioned in Taittariya Brahmana. 

King‟s powers increased in this period. 

Importance of assemblies declined. 

Manusmriti was translated to English by William Jones. 

Charles Wilkins translated Bhagwad Gita to English. 

Bali, a form was of tax, was levied on the people of the Vedic period. 

God Prajapati occupied supreme position in Later Vedic Period. 
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FAMOUS ERAS- 

Vikram Era 58 BC 

Saka Era 78 BC 

Gupta Era 320 AD 

Hijri Era 622 AD 

Illahi Era 1583 AD 

 

RIVERS MENTIONED IN THE RIG VEDA- 

RIG VEDIC NAME NEW NAME 

Sindhu Indus 

Satudri Satluj 

Vipas Beas 

Parushni Ravi 

Askini Chenab 

Vitasta Jhelum 

Kubha Kabul 

Drishadvati Ghaghar 

 

In the north, there are inscriptions dating from the early centuries B.C. in the Brahmi script, 

also used by the king Ashoka in his famous Prakrit pillar inscriptions. 

The Kharosthi script was roughly contemporary with the Brahmi. 

MAHAJANAPADA PERIOD (600 BC-325 BC) 

 

 

16 large states called Mahajanapadas, mostly situated to the north of the Vindhyas.  

In the beginning Kashi was the most powerful Mahajanapada but later Magadha assumed this 

status. 

The First Buddhist Council codified the teachings of the Buddha in Pali language called the 

Tripitakas i.e., Vinaya Pitaka, Sutta Pitaka and Abhidhama Pitaka.  
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MAGADHA 

Its first capital was Rajagriha (modern Rajgir) then Patliputra (modern Patna). 

HARYANAKA DYNASTY (544 BC-492 BC) 

*BIMBISARA  

 Contemporary of Buddha. 

 Founded the dynasty. 

*AJATASHATRU 

 Both Mahavira and Buddha died during his reign. 

 Founded the city of Pataliputra. 

*UDAYAN  

 Shifted the capital to Pataliputra. 

NANDA DYNASTY (344 BC-323 BC) 

*MAHAPADMANANDA  

 Founded the dynasty and was the greatest king of this dynasty. 

BUDDHISM 

Gautam Buddha (earlier Siddhartha) was born in 563 BC at Lumbini, Kapilavastu. 
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His father Suddhodhana was the King of Kapilavastu and his mother Mahamaya was a 

princess of Kosala dynasty. 

He was married at an early age to Yashodhara and had a son Rahul. 

He attained Nirvana at Bodh Gaya and delivered his first sermon at Sarnath. This event is 

known as Dharma Chakra Pravartana. 

He died at Kushinagar in 483 BC. 

BUDDHIST 

COUNCIL 

YEAR VENUE PATRON 

First 483 BC Rajgriha Ajatashatru (Harayanka Dynasty) 

Second 383 BC Vaishali Kalashoka (Shisunaga Dynasty) 

Third 250 BC Patliputra Ashoka (Maurya Dynasty) 

Fourth 98 AD Kashmir Kanishka (Kushana Dynasty) 

 

JAINISM 

Mahavira was the 24
th

 Tirthankara of Jain tradition, first one being Rishabhadeva. 

He was born in 540 BC in a village Kundagrama near Vaishali in Bihar. 

His father was Sidhartha and his mother was Trishala. He was married to Yashoda. 

He delivered his first sermon at Pava. 

He died in 468 BC at Pavapuri, Bihar. 

 

JAIN 

COUNCIL 

YEAR VENUE PATRON 

First 300 BC Pataliputra Chandragupta Maurya 

Second 512 AD Vallabhi --- 

 

THE PERSIANS AND GREEKS 

In 518 BC, Darius I captured the Indus Valley. 

Darius III was defeated by Alexander. 

Alexander was invited to India by Ambhi. He defeated Porus, the ruler of Punjab and captured 

Taxila in the Battle of Hydaspass. 
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MAURYAN EMPIRE (231 BC-185 BC)- 

*CHANDRAGUPTA MAURYA 

 He conspired with Chanakya to overthrow Dhanananda, the last Nanda ruler. 

 He converted to Jainism in his later life and he spent his last days at Sravanabelagola 

(Near Mysuru) where he died in about 300 BC. 

*BINDUSARA 

 A follower of Ajivika sect. 

*ASHOKA 

 Fought Kalinga war in 261 BC in modern day Odisha. 

 Ashokan scripts were deciphered by James Princep. 

 The IV Major Rock Edict tells us about the practice of Dhamma. 

 He was known as „Devanam Priya‟, „Priyadassi‟- the beautiful one who was the beloved 

of Gods. 

 He sent his daughter-Sanghamitra and son-Mahendra to Ceylon for spread of Buddhism. 

 The emblem of the Indian Republic has been adopted from the lion capital of the 

Ashokan Pillars at Sarnath. 

 He ruled for 40 years and died in 232 BC. 

SUNGA DYNASTY (185 BC-75 BC) 

*PUSHYAMITRA SUNGA 

 Murdered Brihadratha, the last Mauryan king. 

 Buddhist stupa at Bharut (M.P.) was constructed during his reign. 

 Patanjali lived in his court. 

 He was succeeded by his son Agnimitra. 

SATAVAHANAS (235 BC-100BC)- 

 Capital- Srikakulam 

 Gautamiputra Satkarni was the most important ruler. 

 The two common structures of Satavahanas were the temples called Chaitya and the 

monastery called Vihara. 

 They mostly issued lead coins. 
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INDO- GREEKS 

First to invade India were the Greeks who were then called Bacterians. 

The most famous Indo- Greek ruler was Menander. He was converted to Buddhism by 

Nagasena (Nagarjuna). Their conversations have been described in the text „Milinda Punho‟. 

They were the first to issue gold coins in India. 

They were the first to issue coins with kings featuring in them. 

Introduction of Hellenic features in art lead to rise of Gandhar School of art in north- western 

India. 

PARTHIANS 

Most important ruler was Gondopharnes. 

SAKAS (90 BC-1
ST 

 CENTURY AD) 

Also known as Scythians. 

First Saka king was Moga or Maues. 

The most famous was Rudra Daman I. His achievements are highlighted in his Junagarh 

inscription written in 150 AD. He repaired the Sudarshana lake built by the Mauryas. 

Junagarh inscription of Rudra Daman was the first inscription in Sanskrit. 

KUSHANAS (1
ST

 CENTURY AD-3
RD

 CENTURY AD) 

Also known as Yuchchis or Tocharins. 

First Kushana king was Kadphises I. 

*KANISHKA  

 He started Saka Era in 78 AD. First month is Chaitra and the last month is Phalguna. 

 His capital was Peshawar or Purushapura. 

 He patronised Mahayana form of Buddhism. 

 He was rightly called the „Second Ashoka‟ and was the first ruler to issue images of 

Buddha on his coins. 

Kushanas controlled the famous silk route. 

Kushana School of art is also known as the Mathura school. 

SANGAM LITERTURE 

Sangam was an assembly of Tamil poets held under royal patronage of Pandyan kings. 

It corresponds to post- Maurya and pre- Gupta period of ancient India. 
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This period refers to first five centuries of the Christian Era and a period of about 9900 years. 

Greatest surviving work of this period is Tolkappiyam, an early work on grammar from 

second Sangam written by Tolkapiyyar. 

SANGAM NO. VENUE 

1
st
 Sangam Madurai 

2
nd

 Sangam Kapatapram/Alvai 

3
rd

 Sangam Madurai 

 

GUPTA EMPIRE (320AD-540 AD)- 

Gupta Empire was founded by Sri Gupta. 

Ghatokacha was the second ruler. 

*CHANDRA GUPTA I  

 He was the real founder of the Gupta Empire. 

 He was the first ruler to adopt the title „Maharajadhiraja‟. 

SAMUDRA GUPTA succeeded Chandra Gupta I in 335 AD. 

 The Allahabad Pillar (Prayag-prashasti) inscription composed by Harisena contains 

information about Samudra Gupta‟s conquests. 

 He was called „Indian Napolean‟ by V.A. Smith. 

 He composed „Vahukabita‟ and adopted the title „Kaviraja‟. 

 He was an accomplished Veena player. 

*CHANDRA GUPTA II 

 He adopted the title „Vikramaditya‟ after his victory over the Sakakshatraps. 

 He adopted the title „Sakari‟ after his victory over Rudra Daman II of Gujarat. 

 Fa Hien, the Chinese traveller, visited India during his period. 

 „Nine gems‟ or „Navratnas‟ was a famous Scholastic Assembly in his court. It included- 

Kalidasa, Varahamitra and Dhanvantari. 

 He was the first Gupta ruler to have issued silver coins. 

*KUMAR GUPTA I 

 He took the title of „Mahendraditya‟ and founded Nalanda University. 

 He was followed by his son, SKANDAGUPTA. 

VISHNU GUPTA was the last ruler who died in 570 AD. 
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Period of the Guptas is considered as the Golden Age in the history of India. Though some 

scholars now contend this claim as social and gender divisions became much more prominent 

under their rule. 

Initially Prayag was their capital which was later shifted to Ujjain by Chandragupta II. 

The royal seal of the Guptas bore the emblem of Garuda. 

The position of women started deteriorating during this period. Polygamy was widely 

prevalent. Sati system was in existence and widow marriage was becoming unpopular. 

Ajanta and Ellora caves (Maharashtra) belong to the Gupta Period. 

Krishna Gupta I was the founder of the Later Guptas. 

Jivita Gupta was the last ruler.  

THE HUNAS 

The Hunas were a nomadic and barbaric tribe of Central Asia. 

They were defeated by Skanda Gupta. 

PUSHYABHUTI/ VARDHANA DYNASTY (550 AD-647 AD)- 

*HARSHAVARDHANA 

 Also known as „Siladitya‟, he ascended the throne in 606 AD. 

 Hiuen-Tsang, the celebrated Chinese pilgrim, visited India during his reign. 

 His Deccan conquests suffered a setback when he was defeated by Pulakeshin II, 

Chalukyan ruler. 

CHALUKYAS OF BADAMI( VATAPI) (535 AD-757 AD)- 

Pulakeshin I founded this kingdom with the capital at Vatapipura/Badami. 

Pulakeshin II was the most famous ruler. 

 

 

TEMPLES BUILT UNDER 

Brihadeswara Temple, Tanjore; 

Shiva Temple, Tanjore 

Raja Raja Chola 

Khajuraho Temples Chandellas 

Rajarajeshwara Temple Raja Raja I 

Meenakshi Temple, Madurai Nayaka Rulers 

Kailashnath Temple, Ellora Krishna III, a Rashtrakuta king 

12 



LawKey for CLAT 

 

 

PALLAVAS 

Simhavishnu was the founder. 

Narasimhavarman I was the most important ruler. 

RASHTRAKUTAS 

This dynasty was founded by Dantidurga in 753 AD. 

Krishna III was the most important ruler. 
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