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STATIC GK FACTSHEET - 5 

INDIAN HISTORY –MEDIEVAL INDIA 

 

PANDYAS 

Nedumjelian was the most important king. 

Their capital was at Madurai. 

 

CHOLAS  

The dynasty was founded by Vijayalaya. 

Uraiyur, the capital of Cholas, was known for cotton trade. 

The founder of later Cholas was Rajaraja I. 

Kamabana’s Ramayana is also known as Kamba Ramayana. 

*Rajendra Chola 

- He was the most important ruler of this dynasty. 

- He was also known as ‘Gangaikonda Chola’. He named his capital as ‘Gangaikonda   

Cholapuram’. 

 

CHERAS 

Vanchi was the capital of Cheras. 

The greatest Chera was Senguttuvanchera also known as ‘Red Chera’. 

 

RAJPUTS 

IMPORTANT RAJPUT KINGDOMS CAPITAL 

Chauhan/ Chahamana of Delhi - Ajmer Delhi 

Gurjara-Pratihara of Kannauj Avanti, Kannauj 

Pawar/ Parmar of Malwa Ujjain, Dhar 

Chaulukya/ Solanki of Kathiyawar Anihalvada 

Chandela of Jejakabhukti Khajuraho, Mahoba, Kalinjar 

Tomar of surrounding areas of Haryana and 

Delhi 

Dhillika 

Sisodiya of Mewar Chittor 
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OTHER IMPORTANT RAJPUT RULERS 

Prithviraj Chauhan III defeated Mohammad Ghori in the First Battle of Tarain, 1191 AD. 

Prithviraj was later defeated and killed by Ghori in the Second Battle of Tarain, 1992 AD. 

Jai Chand was the last Rajput ruler. He was defeated and killed by Mohammad Ghori in 

the Battle of Chandawar (1194). 

Rana Kumbha of Mewar defeated Mohammad Khilji and erected the Tower of Victory 

(Vijay Staambha) at Chittor. Rana Sangram Singh (Rana Sanga) and Rana Pratap were other 

important rulers of Mewar. 

 

 

* Towards the end of the 8
th

 century AD, there was a tripartite struggle among the Palas, the 

Gurjar-Pratiharas and the Rastrakutas for possession of Kannauj and supremacy in the 

region. 

 

THE PALAS (750 AD-1150 AD) 

Gopala was the founder of the Pala Empire. 

Dharampala revived Nalanda University and also founded Vikramshila University. 

 

THE PRATIHARAS (730 AD-1036 AD) 

Mihir Bhoja was the greatest ruler of this dynasty. 

 

THE RASHTRAKUTAS (752 AD-973 AD) 

Dantidurg founded the kingdom. 

Govinda III and Amoghvarsha were the most important rulers. 

 

ARAB CONQUEST OF SIND 

Arabs captured Sind in 712 AD after defeating Dahir, the ruler of Sind. 

Mohammed-bin-Qasim killed Dahir and took over Alor (Capital). 

 

TURKISH INVASIONS 

Mahmud Ghazni of the Ghaznavid dynasty was the first Turkish conqueror of North India. 

He attacked India seventeen times between 1000 AD and 1027 AD with the first invasion 

in 1001 AD. 
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His most important raid was that of the Somnath Temple in 1025 AD. 

He was the first ruler to assume the title ‘Sultan’. 

Mohammad Ghori made his first expedition to India in 1175 AD. He captured Multan on 

this expedition. 

His invasion resulted in the foundation of Islamic rule in India. 

After his death in 1206, Qutub-ud-din Aibak founded the Slave Dynasty. 

 

 

SULTANATE PERIOD (1206-1526) 

 

 SLAVE/ YAMINI/ ILBARI/ MAMLUK DYNASTY (1206 AD-1290 AD) 

 

RULER IMPORTANT POINTS 

Qutub-ud-din-Aibak (1206-10)  Capital- Lahore. 

 Was given the title of ‘Lakh Baksh’ for his 

generosity. 

 Built two mosques- Quwwat-ul-Islam in Delhi 

and Adhai din ka Jhonpara in Ajmer 

 Began construction of Qutub Minar in 1199 in 

the honour of Khwaja Qutubuddin Bakhtiyar 

Kaki. It was completed in Iltutmish. 

 Died in 1210 while playing Chaugan or Polo. 

Shamsuddin Iltutmish (1211-36)  Capital- Delhi. 

 Occupied throne after deposing Aram Baksh. 

 Introduced the silver coin (tanka) and the 

copper coin (jital). 

 Organised Iqta System and introduced reforms 

in civil administration and army, which was 

now centrally paid and recruited. 

 Organised the ‘Chalisa’ or the Turkish Forty to 

assist him in administration.  
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Razia Sultan (1236-40)  First and the only Muslim lady who ever ruled 

India. 

 Was not acceptable to the nobles who were 

further offended by her preference for an 

Abbyssian slave, Yakut. She was later 

assassinated. 

Ghiyas-ud-din-Balban (1266-87)  Established the military department Diwan-i-

Arz. 

 Took up the title of Zil-i-Ilahi (Shadow of God). 

 Introduced Sijda (prostration before monarch) 

and Paibos (kissing the feet of monarch). 

 His tomb is in Delhi. It was constructed by 

Balban himself. 

 Kaiqubad was the last Slave Sultan. 

 

 KHILJI DYNASTY (1290 AD-1320 +AD) 

RULER IMPORTANT POINTS 

Jalal-ud-din-Khilji (1290-96)  Real name- Malik Firoz. 

Ala-ud-din-Khilji (1296-1316)  Real name- Ali Gurshap. 

 Dreamt of conquering the world so he assumed 

the title ‘Sikandar-i-Sani’ or Second Alexander. 

 The Diwan-i-Riyasat and the Shahna-i-Mandi 

were appointed to regulate the market and 

prices. 

 Constructed Alai Darwaza, the gateway of 

Qutub Minar. 

 Amir Khusrau was his court poet. 

 Was the first Sultan to maintain a permanent 

standing army. 

 Sent expedition to Deccan under Malik Kafur. 

 

Mubarak Shah Khilji was the last ruler of Khilji Dynasty and was killed by Khusrau Khan 

who. 
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 TUGHLAQ DYNASTY (1320 AD-1414 AD) 

RULER IMPORTANT POINTS 

Ghiyas-ud-din Tughlaq (1320-

25) 

 Real name- Ghazi Malik. 

 First Sultan to start irrigation works. 

Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq (1325-

51) 

 Other names- Prince Jauna, Ulugh Khan. 

 Known as the Wisest Fool, Pagal Padushah. 

 Shifted the capital from Delhi to Devagri/ 

Daulatabad in 1327. 

 Introduced Token currency of bronze and 

copper in 1329. 

 Created a new Department of Agriculture called 

Diwan-i-Kohi. 

 Moroccan traveller Ibn Batuta visited India 

during his period. 

Firoz Shah Tughlaq (1351-88)  Was the first Delhi Sultan to introduce Jaziya, a 

religious tax for freedom of worship. 

 Built the Firoz Shah Kotla in Delhi. 

Muhammad Shah Tughlaq  Timur the Lame, a Turkish Chief, invaded India 

in 1398 during his reign. 

 

 SAYYID DYNASTY (1414 AD-50 AD) 

RULER IMPORTANT POINTS 

Khizr Khan (1414-21)  Timur’s nominee and the first of the Sayyid 

Dynasty. 

Ala-di-din Alamshah or Shah 

Alam I (1443-51) 

 Last ruler of Sayyid Dynasty. 

 

 LODHI DYNASTY (1451 AD-1526 AD) 

RULER IMPORTANT POINTS 

Bahlol Lodhi (1451-88)  Founder of Lodhi Dynasty which was the first 

Afghan dynasty or the first Pathan dynasty in 

India. 
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Sikandar Lodhi (1489-1517)  Shifted the capital from Delhi to Agra, a city 

founded by him. 

 Introduced the Gaz-i-Sikandari (Sikandar’s 

yard) of 32 digits for measuring cultivated 

fields. 

Ibrahim Lodhi (1517-26)   Last Sultan of Lodhi Dynasty. 

 Asserted absolute power. Hence, some of the 

rebels turned against him. Daulat Khan Lodhi, 

the Governor of Punjab invited Babur to 

overthrow him. 

 Babur inflicted a crushing defeat on him in the 

First Battle of Panipat in 1526. 

 

 

VIJAYNAGAR EMPIRE (1336 AD-1565 AD) 

The empire was founded by Harihar I and Bukka I. 

The four dynasties that ruled in this empire were – Sangama (1336-1485), Saluva (1485-

1505), Tuluva (1505-1570) and Aravidu (1570-1650). 

Krishna Deva Raya (reign- 1509-29) belonged to Tuluva Dynasty. 

Portuguese travallers Duarte Barbosa and Domingo Paes visited the Vijayanagar Kingdom 

during his reign. 

 

 

BAHMANI KINGDOM (1347 AD-1527 AD) 

It was founded by Ala-ud-din Hasan Bahman Shah. Capital- Gulbarga. 

Mahmud Gawan was the famous Prime Minister of Bahmani king Muhammad Shah III. 

Quli Qutub Shah built the famous Golconda Fort. 

Muhammad Quli Qutub Shah was the greatest ruler of Qutub Shahi Dynasty. He was the 

founder of Hyderabad. Originally known as Bhagyanagar. 

The last king of the kingdom was Kalimullah. 
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MUGHAL EMPIRE (1526 AD-1857 AD) 

The Mughals were originally Turks. 

Mughal emperors were twenty in number. Only first six are considered great. 

Babur (1526-30)  Battle of Khanwa, 1527- He defeated Rana Sanga of 

Mewar. 

 Battle of Chanderi, 1528- He defeated the Rajputs 

under Medini Rai of Malwa. 

 Battle of Ghaghra, 1529- He defeated the Afghans 

under Mohammad Lodhi. 

 Wrote his memoirs ‘Tuzuk-i-Baburi’ or Babarnama in 

Turkish which was later translated into Persian by 

Abdur Rahim Khan-i-Khana. 

Humayun (1530-40 and 

1555-56) 

 His succession to the throne was challenged by his 

brothers- Kamran, Askari and Hindal. 

 He divided the empire i.e., Kabul and Kandhar to 

Kamran; Sambhal to Askari and Mewat to Hindal. 

 Sher Khan of Sur Dynasty completely defeated him in 

the Battle of Chausa (1539) and the Battle of Kannauj/ 

Bilgram (1540). 

 He fled to Iran and remained there for 12 years in 

exile. 

 He returned in 1555 but died climbing the stairs of his 

library at Din Panah a year later and was buried in 

Delhi. 

Jalal-ud-din Muhammad 

Akbar Badshah Ghazi 

(1556-1605) 

 Mother- Hamida Bhanu Begum. 

 Step mother- Magam Anaga. 

 Guardian- Bairam Khan. 

 Occupied the throne at the age of 14 at Kalanaur. 

 Killed Hemu, the Hindu Prime Minister of 

Muhammad Adilshah, in the Second battle of Panipat 

in 1556 and assumed the title ‘Ghazi’. 

 Became an independent ruler at the age of 18 in 1560 

after dismissing Bairam Khan.  
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 In 1564, he abolished the religious tax Jaziya. Jaziya 

was imposed for the first time by Firozshah Tughlaq. 

 In 1572, he captured Gujarat and in memory of that he 

built a new capital city Fatehpur Sikri (City of 

Victory) near Agra. 

 The Buland Darwaza, the lofty gateway of Juma 

Masjid Sikri, has a height of 53.6 meters. 

 In 1575, he constructed a prayer house in Fatehpur 

Sikri known as Ibadatkhana. 

 Ralph Fitch was the first English man to reach India 

during his reign in 1585. 

 In 1582, he founded a new religion for universal 

peace and monotheism known as ‘Din Ilahi’ meaning 

Divine Faith. 

 In 1576, he defeated Maharana Pratap of Mewar in 

the battle of Haldighati. 

 The Portuguese introduced tobacco for the first time 

in India in his court in 1604. 

 His tomb is situated at Sikandara near Agra. 

 He was an illiterate person but a patron of men of 

eminence. His Navaratnas included- 

1. Abul Fazal- Akbar’s court historian. He was killed 

by Bir Singh Bundela (1601). 

2. Abul Faizi- Persian poet and brother of Abul 

Fazal. He translated Mahabharata into Persian in 

name ‘Razam Namah’ and Bhaskaracharya’s 

mathematical work Leelavati into Persian. 

3. Mian Tansen- Real name- Ramtanu Pandey. He 

was the court musician of Akbar. 

4. Raja Birbal- Real name- Mahesh Das. He was the 

advisor to Akbar. He was known for his 

intelligence. 

5. Raja Todarmal- He was Akbar’s finance minister. 
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He formulated Akbar’s revenue system Zabti and 

Dahshala system. 

6. Raja Mansingh- Akbar’s military Commander. 

7. Bhagwandas- Mansabdar, son of Bharmal. 

8. Abdur Rahim Khanekhana- Statesman, Hindi 

poet. 

9. Mulla Do Pyaja- Another advisor to Akbar. 

 Badauni- A historian who translated Ramayana into 

Persian. 

 Tulasidas was Akbar’s contemporary. 

 Akbar was the first ruler to organise Hajj. 

 He gave one official language to Mughal India 

(Persian). 

Jahangir (1605-1627)  Early name was Salim. 

 Married Mehar-un-nisa in 1611. Later he gave her the 

titles Noor Mahal (light of the palace), Noor Jahan 

(light of the world) and Padusha Begum. 

 In 1606, he executed fifth Sikh Guru- Guru Arjun Dev 

because he had helped Jahangir’s son, Prince 

Khusrau, to rebel against him. 

 In 1609, he received Captain William Hawkins, an 

Envoy of King James I of England. 

 In 1615, Sir Thomas Roe reached the curt of Jahangir 

as the first ambassador of James I of England. The 

first English factory was setup at Surat in Gujarat. 

 Suspended a chain of Justice known as Zanjir-i-Adal 

in front of his court. 

 Was buried in Lahore. 

Shahjahan (1628-58)  Early name was Khurram. 

 Married to Anjum and Banu Begum, daughter of Asaf 

Khan, brother of Noor Jahan. She later came to be 

known as Mumtaz Mahal (original name- Arzumand 

Bano) which means beloved of the Palace. 
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 She died in 1631. To perpetuate her memory he built 

the Taj Mahal at Agra which was completed in 1653. 

Ustad Isa was its architect. 

 His period is considered as the Golden Age of Mughal 

Architecture and Shah Jahan is known as the Prince of 

Builders. 

 In 1638, he built his new capital Shah Jahanabad in 

Delhi and shifted his capital to there. 

 Completed the construction of Red Fort in Delhi in 

1648. The gateway of Red Fort is the Lahore Gate. 

 Moti Masjid in Agra was constructed by him. 

 In 1656, Shahjahan constructed the Jama Masjid in 

Delhi. It is the biggest mosque in India. 

 In 1658, he was imprisoned by his son Aurangzeb and 

he died in 1666. His daughter Jahan Ara was also kept 

in prison along with him at the Agra Fort which was 

constructed by Akbar. 

 Shahjahan’s son Dara Shikoh translated the Atharva 

Veda, Bhagwad Gita and Sixty Upanishads into 

Persian. 

 Peacock Throne was built by Shah Jahan. It was 

stolen by Nadir Shah in 1739. 

Aurangzeb (1658-1707)  Defeated Dara Shikoh at Dharmat (1658), Samugarh 

(1658) and Deorai. 

 Took the title ‘Alamgir’. He was also known as 

‘Zinda Pir’ or living saint. 

 Discontinued the system of ‘Jharokha darshan’. 

 Ended the celebration of Navroz festival. 

 He banned all music and dance. Astronomers and 

astrologers were expelled. 

 In 1675, he executed 9
th

 Sikh Guru- Guru Teg 

Bahadur because of his reluctance to accept Islam. 

 In 1679, Aurangzeb constructed the tomb of his only 
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wife Rubiad Daurani at Aurangabad in Maharashtra. 

It is known as Bibi ka Makabara. It is also known as 

Mini Taj Mahal. In the same year, he reimposed 

Jaziya upon non-muslims. 

 In 1665, the Treaty of Purandhar was signed between 

Maharaja Jai Singh of Amber and Shivaji. The 

Mughal- Rajput relations became worse during his 

period. 

 His tomb is situated at Daulatabad in Maharashtra. 

 

 SUR EMPIRE (1540-55) 

Sher Shah 

 Original name- Farid. 

 Birth place- Hissar Firosa, Delhi. 

 Got the Parganas Sasaram and Khawaspur. 

 Bahar Khan Lohani of Bihar conferred upon Farid the title of Sher Khan. 

 In the battle of Chausa Sher Khan defeated Humayun and assumed the title Sher 

Shah. 

 In 1540, in the battle of Bilgram/Kannauj he expelled Humayun. 

 Constructed the Grand Trunk Road, now National Highway no. 2. 

 Introduced a Silver coin- Rupee. 

 Contructed a tomb for himself at Sasaram, Bihar. 

The last Sur ruler was Sikandar Suri who was defeated by Humayun in 1555. 

 

 LATER MUGHALS 

Bahadur Shah I came to the throne after the death of Aurangzeb. 

In 1739, Nadir Shah Quli attacked India during the period of Mughal Emperor Muhammad 

Shah ‘Rangeela’. 

Ahmed Shah’s (1748-54) period saw invasion of Ahmed Shah Abdali of Afghanistan. 

Battle of Buxar was fought during the reign of Shah Alam II (1759-1866). 

Akbar Shah II (1806-1837) conferred upon the title ‘Raja’ upon Ram Mohan Roy. 
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Bahadur Shah II 

 He was the last Mughal emperor. 

 On 17
th

 May 1857, he was declared the independent emperor of India by the 

mutineers. He was surrendered to Lt. W.S.R. Hodson at Humayun’s Tomb in Delhi. 

In 1859, he was deported to Rangoon. His Tomb is in Pyinmana, Myanmar. 

 He was Bahadur Shah II was also known as Bahadur Shah Zafar. Zafar means gifted 

poet. 

 

 THE MUGHAL ADMINISTRATION AND CULTURE 

The Mughals believed in Divine Right concept of Kingship. 

It was a mixture of Central Asian and Timurial traditions in Indian settings. 

The chief officials who assisted the king in central administration were the Wakil, Wazir, 

Diwan - Khan -i-Shama, Mir-Bakshi, Sadr-us-Sadar and chief Qazi. 

Mughal Empire was divided into subas which were further subdivided into sarkars, 

parganas and villages. 

The head of the Suba was Subadar or Sipahsalar. 

The head of the Sarkar or District was under Fauzdar and Pargana under Shiqdar and 

village under village headman. 

The Mansabdari system by Akbar rolled the nobility and the army into one. Its basis was 

the Mongol’s decimal organisation of the army. The ranks of the officers were divided into 

Zat and Sawar. 

The administrative classification of land were Khalsa or crown land, Jagir land in which 

the nobles collected the land tax and Sayurgai land or land granted on free tenure. 

The instrument used for the measuring land was called Zarib or Tanab. Earlier it was made 

of rope but later are made of bamboo sticks joined by iron rings. 

Bigha was a standard unit of area which measured 60 x 60 yards or 3600 square yards. 

Jahangir was the first Mughal ruler to put his portrait on coins. One of his coins bore his 

figure with a cup in his right hand. 

Jalali was a square rupee issued by Akbar. 

Urdu emerged as a common language of India. The term Urdu is derived from the Turki 

word Ordu meaning military camp. 
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THE MARATHAS 

Chhatrapati Shivaji (1674-80) 

 Belonged to the Bhonsle clan of the Marathas. 

 Born at Shivneri Fort in 1627 to Shahji Bhonsle and Jija Bai. 

 Religious teacher was Samarth Ramdas. 

 Tutor was Dadaji Kondadev. 

 Shaista Khan was deputed by Aurangzeb to put down the rising power of Shivaji in 

1660. Shivaji suffered several defeats following which he made a bold attack on 

Shaista Khan in 1663. 

 Raja Jai Singh of Amber was sent by Aurangzeb to put down Shivaji in 1665. He 

attacked Shivaji. After the attack the Treaty of Purandhar was signed according to 

which Shivaji ceded some forts to Mughals and agreed to pay a visit to the Mughal 

court at Agra. 

 He became the Chhatripati in 1708 and his period saw the rise of Peshwaship. 

 He was helped by the ashtapradhan (Eight Ministers). Each minister was directly 

responsible to him. 

 Chauth was 1/4
th

 of the land revenue paid to the Marathas for not being subjected to 

Maratha raids. 

 Sardeshmukhi was an additional levy of 10% on those lands of Maharashtra over 

which the Maratha claimed hereditary rights, but which formed part of Mughal 

Empire. 

 

THE PESHWAS 

Balaji Vishwanath (1713-

20) 

 Was the first Peshwa. 

Baji Rao I (1720-40)  Said about Mughals: ‘Let us strike at the trunk of the 

withering tree and the branches will fall of 

themselves.’ 

Balaji Baji Rao (1740-61)  Popularly known as Nana Saheb. 

 Third battle of Panipat in 1761 resulted in the defeat 

of the Marathas by Ahmed Shah Abdali. 

Baji Rao II was the last Peshwa. 

Peshwaship was abolished in 1818. 
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ANGLO-MARATHA WARS 

First Anglo-Maratha War (1775-82) was fought between Swami Madhav Rao and 

Raghunath Rao with English Support. 

Second Anglo-Maratha War (1803-05) resulted in Treaty of Bassain. 

Third Anglo-Maratha War (1817-18). 

 

THE SIKHS 

 

 ‘Sikh’ is a Sanskrit word meaning ‘disciple’. 

 There were 10 Sikh Gurus 

 

SIKH GURU IMPORTANT POINTS 

Guru Nanak (1469-1538)  Born at Talwandi in Lahore 

 Belonged to Khatri caste (Mercantile 

community). 

 Was the first Sikh Guru. 

Guru Angad (1538-1552)  Introduced ‘Langar’ or free community dining. 

Guru Amardas (1552-1574)  Made Guruship hereditary. 

Guru Ramdas (1574-1581)  Founded the city of Amritsar. 

Guru Arjundev (1581-1606)  Compiled ‘Adi Granth’, the sacred book of the 

Sikhs. 

 Built a temple Har Mandir Sahib at Amritsar 

(later the Golden Temple). 

 Was executed by Jahangir at Lahore in 1606 

AD. 

Guru Hargovind (1606-1645)  Founded a palace opposite to Har Mandir Sahib 

known as ‘Akal takht’. 

 Adopted the title ‘Sachha Padusha’ or true 

leader. 

Guru Har Rai (1645-1661)  

Guru Har Kishan (1661-1664)  Youngest Sikh Guru. 

Guru Teg Bahadur (1664-1675)  Was prosecuted by Aurangzeb in 1675. 
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Guru Govind Singh (1675-1708)  Introduced ‘Panchkakar’ of Sikhism i.e., Kesh 

(long hair), Kanga (comb), Kripan (small 

sword), Kachha (underwear) and Kara (iron 

bangle). 

 His autobiography is ‘Vichitra Natak’. 

 Organised ‘Khalsa’ to overthrow Mughals. 

 Proclaimed Granth Sahib as eternal Guru. 

 

Maharaja Ranjit Singh (1780-1836) 

 Belonged to Sukerchakia Misl. 

 Became the ruler of Punjab in 1797. 

 Signed Treaty of Amritsar with the British in 1809. 

 

RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS 

 BHAKTI MOVEMENT 

Ramanuja, a Vaishnavite of 12
th

 century AD founded Srivaishnava sect. 

Sankarcharya, born at Kaladi in Kerela, was the founder of the Advaita (nondualism) 

philosophy. He founded four Mutts at Sringeri, Dwarka, Puri and Badrinath. 

In North India the Bhakti movement was promoted by two school of thought- the Saguna 

and Nirguna schools. 

The Nirguna School believed in a God without any form. Ramananda was the prime 

teacher. 

The Saguna School believed in many forms of God. 

Ramananda (1360-1470)  

 Was born at Prayag. 

 Preached Vaishnavism. 

 Was a follower of Ramanuja. 

 Created a new sect- Ramandi sect. 

Kabir (1398-1458) 

 Born near Benaras. 

 Brought up by a weaver Niru. 

 Was influenced by Ramananda and the Muslim saint Pir Taqi. 

 His followers started the ‘Kabirpanthis’. 
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Dadu Dayal (1544-1603) 

 Born in Ahmedabad. 

 His verses were collected into a book form known as ‘Bani’. 

 His followers were called started the ‘Dadu Panthis’. 

Surdasa (1483-1513) 

 Was a disciple of religious teacher Vallabhacharya. 

 Sang the glory of Krishna’s childhood and youth in his ‘Sursagar’. 

Tulasi Dasa (1532-1623) 

 Composed ‘Ramacharitamanasa’ in Hindi. 

Mirabai (1498-1569) 

 Was a Rajput princess who hailed from the Sisodiya Dynasty of Chittor. 

 Was a devotee of Lord Krishna. 

Other important saints included Jnanadeva, Namdeva, Eknath and Tukaram. 

 

 SUFI MOVEMENT 

The Sufis were an ecstatic mystical sect and an intellectual movement. 

The term ‘Sufi’ is derived from the Arabic word ‘Suf’ meaning wool. 

Sufism was organised on a monastic basis in orders or Silsilahs. 

Chishti Silsilah (12th Century and 13th Century) 

 Was founded in India by Khwaja Muinuddin Chishti of Ajmer.  

 The most prominent disciple was Sheikh Qutubudin Bhaktyar Kaki.  

 Laid much stress upon service to mankind.  

 Lived on charity and had a musical recitation called ‘Sama’. 

Suhravardi Sisilah (13th Century)  

 Founded by Sheikh Shihabuddin Shuhravardi. In India it was founded by Sheikh 

Baha Uddiu Zakaria of Multan.  

Firdasusi Silsilah (13th Century)  

 First established in Delhi by Badaruddin Samarqandi. 

Qadris Silsilah (12th Century)  

 Prince Dara Shikoh was an ardent follower. 

Shattari Silsilah  

 Tansen was a follower.  
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QALANDARS 

Qalandars were a group of Muslim ascetics, different from Sufis. They had a great 

reputation as miracle - workers. 
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